
Meeting of the State Board of Civil Legal Aid Date: Friday, October 10, 2025 

Time: 11:00 – 12:30 

Location: Remote via Teams 

 

Chair: Christopher Wendt 
Recorder: Bridget Gernander 
Board Members:  John Gordon, Ana Pottratz Acosta, Tarryl Clark, Holley Horrell, Emily Cooper, Katy 
Drahos, Jerry Lane, John Murphy, Summra Shariff 
Absent: Korey Wahwassuck 
Other: None 

MINUTES 

Agenda Item 1:  Welcome and Client Story  

Discussion: Each BOCLA meeting will start with a client story, either from grantee narrative reports or 
from Board member experience. In this meeting, the client stories were from the grant reports of Justice 
North and Legal Services of Northwest Minnesota. 
 

Agenda Item 2:  Approve Minutes from July and September  
Discussion: One revision to the July minutes to add missing word “elect” to the Board chair motion.  

Tarryl Clark moved approval of the July and August minutes as amended. Seconded by John 
Gordon. Voted to approve. 

Agenda Item 3:  Overview of Available Reserve Funding and Justice North and LSNM Phase II Merger 
Funding Request 

Discussion: Staff provided background on the Phase I grant to Justice North and LSNM from January – 
June 2025 that came through LSAC offering funding to any programs interested in support for merger or 
other initiatives highlighted as part of the state planning project. Board talked through the Phase II 
funding request to cover the final costs of the merger.  

Jerry Lane moved approval of the full $197,000 funding request. Seconded by Summra Shariff. 
Voted to approve with abstentions from Holley Horrell and Katy Drahos. 

Board request for a report on lessons learned in the merger process once it is complete. 

Agenda Item 4: Data Overview with Rachel Perry 

Discussion: Rachel Perry provided a demonstration of the data dashboard she has been working on with 
grantees. 

Agenda Item 5: Next Steps 
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Discussion: Scheduling first meetings of the Operations and Legislative Working Groups. Next full Board 
meeting November 14, 2025 from 11:00-12:30. 
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